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FOREWORD 


This album belonged to Benjamin Leander Kolb and Cornelia Maaike van Malsen. Ben and Katie were 
both born in 1874, she in the Netherlands and he in Canada. According to family lore, they met in 
Berlin, Ontario (now Kitchener) when Katie was visiting her sister Pieternella. She went to see her sister 
and came back with a husband. Ben and Katie were married on May 18, 1896 in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, and had their first of 7 children later that year. 


The photo album may be messy, but spend some time looking at these photos. You will get a glimpse of 
how they lived, and who they loved. 


The reproduction is as close to its original size as possible. I labeled who's who as I could. To save 
space, I use only first names for Kolb family members: parents Ben and Katie; kids Minnie, Ralph, 
Sophie, Roy, Phyllis, Franklin and June. Wilhelmina Wigboldina Nijholt van Malsen appears as 
Grandma van Malsen. Rebecca Detweiler Kolb appears as Grandma Kolb. 


Writing that appeared on the face or reverse of photos is repeated in italics beside the photo. My own 
comments appear in regular text. 


If you have information or Kolb photos to share, or if you have any questions, please contact me at 


paul@paulhuschilt.com. 


I hope you enjoy the album. 


Paul Huschilt 
Great grandson 
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Sweet Sixteen - Back row: Minnie (van Malsen) Schaperkotter, Sophie, Katie van Malsen, 
Ralph, Janet Bruce, Janet's sister, John Schaperkotter; Seated in chairs: Minnie and son Earl 
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On the Porch - Back: John Schaperkotter, Katie, Ben, Ralph, Janet Bruce; 
Middle row: Minnie (van Malsen) Schaperkotter, Betty, Carrol Burdick, Minnie and 
son Earl Burdick, Katie van Malsen, unknown, Phyllis; seated front: Roy, Franklin 
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Home 
Ralph, Sophie, Ben, Roy, Katie, Phyllis, Minnie holding June, or her son Earl 
Burdick. Franklin in front. 
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Janet Bruce's sister, Sophie, Arie van Malsen, Janet Bruce, Katie van Malsen 
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Possibly Janet Bruce in 1920 with Ralph 
Junior Kolb. 


Ralph Kolb and Janet Bruce were married 
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On the back of this photo someone wrote "518 Crawford ". That is where Noah Detweiler lived (in Toronto) from 1911-1913. Possibly the wedding day of 
granddaughter Ethel Sherk (1885 - 1964) and William Bush (1885 - 1959). That could be William on the steps. 


I am certain of the following people in this photo: Sarah Ann (Detweiler) Welz, Jacob Frederick Welz, Lovina (Detweiler) Hamel, Charles Hamel, Noah Detwiler, 
Edwin Welz, Jemima (Detwiler) Hallman. The rest are educated guesses. 


NOTE: This page was blank in the original. I decided to highlight this photo here. 
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Back row: Peter van Malsen, Dora Bouwman, Janet Bruce, Anne Marie oan ae aevere Franklin, Peter van Malsen, 

Malsen, Will Avink, Ben, King Sills, Sophie, Minnie, Carroll Burdick holding Anne Marie van Malsen, Will Avink, Roy, King Sills, Sophie, Katie; 
Earl. Seated: Phyllis, Franklin, Roy, June on Katie's lap. Seated: Phyllis, Ben, June. 
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Ben's niece, nephew and grandson. 
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